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Since closing the theater to physical class meetings in March, we have been on a roller 
coaster of what-ifs and when-can-we?  More prevalent has been  "will we ever open 
again?". Maintaining a 5400 square foot brick and mortar establishment and everything 
that comes with it when we no longer have the steady income of monthly tuition 
payments has been a struggle to say the least. It has been the tremendous outpouring 
of support from all of you that has kept Seedling going. We continue to recover now with 
new programs and innovative new ways of doing theatre.  

I receive communications almost daily asking the questions that are no doubt on 
everyone’s minds. I hope I can provide a clear understanding of where we stand on 
these issues. 

When can we come back? 

• Current guidelines allow no more than 50 people in group gatherings as long as they 
are social distancing.  

• Businesses are only to have 50% of the established occupancy allowed inside at 
any time. 

• Businesses that are open must have employees masked 
• The governor has said that youth recreation would be opening later in the current 

Phase 2. (within the next 2-3 weeks)  

We don’t know yet what type of activities fall under youth recreation and restrictions for 
youth may be different than those for adults, as we have seen in some other states. But 
this is the group to which we are most likely tied. Seedling is a rather unique category of 
business--not retail, not a school, not an essential service--and what we do here, 
performing on stage, is not something that can easily be done while distancing 
everyone six feet and wearing masks. I can't imagine a kids’ soccer team playing a 
game while staying 6 feet apart either. 

Where do you stand on 6 ft, masks, and sanitizing? 

THE LAST THING WE WANT AS A COMPANY IS FOR OUR FACILITY TO BE A 
TRANSMISSION SITE FOR COVID-19. OUR CONCERN FOR THE HEALTH OF 

EVERYONE INVOLVED IN OUR PROGRAMS, AND THEIR FAMILIES, IS OUR TOP 
PRIORITY. WE ALSO WANT TO STAY OPEN AND FUNCTIONING AS A BUSINESS 

AND AS A SAFE PLACE FOR YOUR CHILDREN TO THRIVE THROUGH 
PARTICIPATING IN THE PERFORMING ARTS. 

Distancing mandates for youth come July will be major game changers in how we do 
the shows and we will make decisions at that point. We will not violate regulations 
and we will follow guidelines put forth by the state, but if youth are allowed to put on a  
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production in a "normal" fashion, we will do so while being cautious and safe in all 
offstage interactions. Masks have not been made mandatory by the state for patrons of 
businesses and because of the nature theatre itself, we will not require the kids to wear 
them at the theater during classes, rehearsals and shows. If they choose to wear them 
that is a choice we will respect. Teachers and staff will still wear face coverings as long 
as it is required to do so. 

We are committed to maintaining the thorough and frequent disinfecting of our facility 
surfaces and shared spaces while we have the kids here. We will also be instituting 
annoyingly regular (to the kids i'm sure) hand washing breaks, and several hand 
sanitizer dispensers will be in all rooms of the studio. Designated “stations” spaced 
apart for each student and their belongings while offstage will be provided. 
Choreography and blocking can be adjusted so that actors are not “in each others’ 
faces” and hand sanitizing backstage immediately after scenes can help fight the 
transmission of germs during shows. 

All students need to understand their personal responsibility in returning to Seedling 
Theater. Regardless of what your family’s personal level of compliance to public health 
precautions has been, please take the time to discuss the importance of respecting 
the viewpoints and varied circumstances of the other students in their class. Physical 
contact and appropriate personal space must be something the students are able self-
regulate.  

Staff will provide supervision and reminders, however, parents who are sending their 
children back to Seedling need to understand that our staff cannot police every 
student’s movements during rehearsals and shows. Each family must decide for 
themselves if they feel comfortable sending their child back to Seedling under the 
circumstances outlined here. If, you decide not to participate any further this summer, 
please let us know so that we can make adjustments in our casts.  

 What if my child just has simple cold symptoms or allergies? 

IT SHOULD GO WITHOUT SAYING THAT ANY CHILD WITH COLD-LIKE 
SYMPTOMS** (esp. COUGHING, SNEEZING, AND FEVER) SHOULD NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN ANY ACTIVITIES WHATSOEVER AT THE THEATER. THOSE 
EXHIBITING SIGNS OF SICKNESS WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. As harsh as  
this sounds, it is necessary to be 100% clear on this matter. This is not a time to be 
personally offended or to make a “statement” by refusing to cooperate with the 
safety measures we will be putting in place at Seedling. 
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**If your child has seasonal allergies that present as sneezing and coughing, please 
communicate with me personally. They need to see their doctors, be tested for the 
Covid-19 virus and be medically cleared. Symptoms should be controlled with 
medication, if possible, and students should wear a face-covering at all times while at 
the theater. Please keep the perspective and welfare of the other students and their 
families in mind at all times. 

How will you address the complications of a live audience?  

My husband Thad and I have discussed all options and have had a great deal of input 
from parents who are understandably concerned about this aspect of the performances. 
Currently, regulations dictate that the max number of individuals we can have in the 
building is about half what we normally accommodate for shows. This includes the cast, 
crew and audience. 

 I have measured out a grid of the theater floor with pairs of seats 6 ft away from each 
other. Each class will be performing twice and each student will be issued ONE pair 
of assigned seats (2) per show for their family. We know this is an event you want to 
share with everyone you know, but our focus needs to be this: Giving the kids an 
opportunity to create something they can be proud of.  

Strict protocols will be followed in seating and exiting the theater to eliminate 
congregating in the theater, hallways, and lobby before and after performances. 

Can we record our child’s show in order to show it to 
 our family and friends? 

Video recordings can only be taken of those shows that offer a video license for 
purchase. For the most part Disney is the only company that allows this for their Jr. 
productions. If your child will be performing the Jungle Book Kids show, you may set up 
a video camera in the back of the theater or take footage with your phone camera in 
your seat as long as doing so does not obstruct the view of  
others. Restrictions prohibit those recordings from being posted online, incl. on social 
media. 

Unfortunately, Once on This Island Jr. and Willy Wonka Jr. cannot legally be recorded 
by you, Seedling, or a professional videographer. Those must remain live audience only. 
Violation of this law, on our part, could have serious repercussions for the company. 
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What about taking photos of my child after the show,  
in their costumes? 

You are always welcome to take flash-free photos during all the performances. Because 
we want to minimize the congregating of guests and students after the shows, there will 
not be an opportunity to take personal photos alongside your kids in costume. We will 
have amateur photographers taking pictures of the casts all through the week of 
rehearsals and during the shows and we will make all those files available for you to 
browse and download for a nominal flat fee ($10) a week or two after the show date. 

These policies and practices will remain in place until changes are made in the Nevada 
State re-opening guidelines and/or we enter the next progressive Phase. We will notify 
everyone if and when our plans for the next 2 months change at any point. 

Please copy and paste (or take a screen shot and send) the following statement 
of agreement and email that back to me (Kris). Doing so will constitute an 
understanding and agreement of all that has been outlined in this advisory letter. 

I have read and understand the plans and procedures outlined in the Seedling Theatre 
Company Return-to-the Stage Advisory letter.


